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GETTING STARTED 
This section discusses basic steps for creating various reports and showing them in a viewer. These 

examples demonstrate basic functionality of the reporting tool, and provide you with step -by-step 

instructions on how to create reports. We suggest that you review the f ollowing tutorials first.  

SIMPLE LIST REPORT 
For better understanding this step-by-step instruction, please watch the video file.   

Do the following steps to create a simple list report:  

1. Run the designer; 

2. Connect data: 

2.1. Create New Connection ; 

2.2. Create New Data Source ; 

3. Put a DataBand  on a page of a report template.    

 

4. Edit DataBand : 

4.1. Align the DataBand  by height; 

4.2. Change values of band properties. For example, set the Can Break property to true , if you wish 

the data band to be broken;  

4.3. Change the DataBand background; 

4.4. Enable Borders  for the DataBand , if required; 

4.5. Change the border color. 

5. Define the data source for the DataBand  using the Data Source  property: 

 

6. Put text components with expressions in the DataBand . Where expression is a reference to the data 

field. For example, put two text components with expressions: {Customers.CompanyName} and 

{Customers.City} ; 

7. Edit Text   and TextBox component: 

7.1. Drag and drop the text component in the DataBand ; 

7.2. Change parameters of the text font: size, type, color; 

7.3. Align the text component by width and height;  

7.4. Change the background of the text component;  

7.5. Align text in the text component;  

http://www.stimulsoft.com/livedemos/step-by-step/How_to_Create_List_Report.html
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7.6. Change the value of properties of the text component. For example, set the Word Wrap  property 

to true , if you need a text to be wrapped; 

7.7. Enable Borders  for the text  component, if required.  

7.8. Change the border color. 

The picture below shows a report template with the list:  

 

8. Click the Preview  button or invoke the Viewer , clicking the Preview menu item. After rendering all 

references to data fields will be changed on data form specified fields. Data will be output in consecutive 

order from the database that was defined for this report. The amount of copies of the DataBand  in the 

rendered report  will be the same as the amount of data rows in the database. The picture below shows 

a sample of a simple list report: 

 

9. Go back to the report template;  

10.  If needed, add other bands to the report template, for example, ReportTitleBand  and 

ReportSum maryBand ;  

11.  Edit these bands: 

11.1. Align them by height; 

11.2. Change values of properties, if required; 

11.3. Change the background of bands; 

11.4. Enable Borders , if required; 

11.5. Set the border color. 

The picture below shows a simple list report template with ReportTitleBand  and ReportSummaryBand:  



 

Process DIrector Documentation | 3 

 | Advanced Reporting Component 

 

 

12.  Put text components with expressions in the these bands. The expression in the text component 

is a title in the ReportTitleBand , and a summary in the ReportSummaryBand .  

13.  Edit text and text components: 

13.1. Drag and drop the text component in the band;  

13.2. Change font options: size, type, color; 

13.3. Align text component by height and width;  

13.4. Change the background of the text component; 

13.5. Align text in the text component;  

13.6. Change values of text component properties, if required; 

13.7. Enable Borders  of the text component, if required;  

13.8. Set the border color. 

The picture below shows a sample of the simple list report template: 

 

14.  Click the Preview  button or invoke the Viewer , clicking the Preview menu item. After rendering 

all references to data fields will be changed on data form specified fields. Data will be output in 

consecutive order from the database that was defined for this report. The amount of copies of the 

DataBand  in the rendered report will be the same as the amount of data rows in the database. The 

picture below shows a sample of a simple list report with the title and summary:  
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Adding styles 

1. Go back to the report template;  

2. Select DataBand ; 

3. Change values of Even style and Odd style properties. If values of these properties are not set, then 

select the Edit Styles  in the list of values of these properties and, using Style Designer , create a new 

style. The picture below shows the Style Designer : 
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Click the Add Style  button to start creating a style. Select Component  from the drop down list. Set the 

Brush.Color  property to change the background color of a row. The picture below shows a sample of the 

Style Designer  with the list of values of the Brush.Color property:  
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Click Close. Then a new value in the list of Even style and Odd style  properties (a style of a list of odd and 

even rows) will appear. 

4. To render the report, click the Preview  button or invoke the Viewer , clicking the Preview menu item. 

The picture below shows a sample of a rendered simple list report with alternative color of rows: 

 

MASTER-DETAIL REPORT 

 
For better understanding this step-by-step instruction, please watch the video file. 

Do the following steps to create a master-detail report:  

1. Run the designer; 

2. Connect data: 

2.1. Create New Connection ; 

2.2. Create New Data Source ;  

http://www.stimulsoft.com/livedemos/step-by-step/How_to_Create_Master-Detail_Report.html
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3. Create Relation  between data sources. If the relation will not be created and/or the Relation  property 

of the Detail  data source will not be filled, then, for Master  entry, all Detail entries will be output;  

4. Put two DataBands  on a page of a report template .  

 

5. Edit DataBand1  and DataBand2 : 

5.1. Align them by height; 

5.2. Change values of required properties. For example, if to set the PrintIfDetailEmpty  property of 

the DataBand1  that is the Master  component in the Master -Detail  report to true , if it is necessary all 

Master  entries be printed in any case, even if Detail  entries not present. And set the CanShrink  

property of the DataBand2  that is the Detail  component in the Master -Detail  report to true , if it is 

necessary to shrink this band; 

5.3. Change the background color of the DataBand ; 

5.4. Enable Borders  of the band, if required;  

6. Define data sources for DataBands , a define the Master  component. In our tutorial, the Master  

component is the DataBand1 . This means that in the Data Setup  window of the lower DataBand2 , the 

DataBand1  will be specified as the Master component in the Master Component tab; 

7. Fill the Data Relation  property of the DataBand , that is the Detail  components. In our case this 

DataBand2 : 

 

8. Put text components with expressions on DataBands . Where expression is a reference to the data field. 

For example, put a text component with the expression {Customers.CompanyName}  on the 

DataBand1 . Put a text component with {Products.ProductName} and {Products.UnitPrice} 

expressions in the DataBand2 ; 

9. Edit Text   and TextBox component: 

9.1. Drag and drop the text component in DataBands ; 

9.2. Change parameters of the text font: size, type, color; 

9.3. Align the text component  by width and height;  

9.4. Change the background of the text component; 

9.5. Align text in the text component;  

9.6. Change the value of properties of the text component. For example, set the Word Wrap  property 

to true , if you need a text to be wrapped; 

9.7. Enable Borders  for the text component, if required.  
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9.8. Change the border color. 

The picture below shows the master-detail report template.  

 

10.  Click the Preview  button or invoke the Viewer , clicking the Preview menu item. After rendering all 

references to data fields will be changed on data form specified fields. Data will be output in consecutive 

order from the database that was defined for this report. The amount of copies of the DataBand  in the 

rendered report  will be the same as the amount of data rows in the database. The picture below shows a 

sample of the master-detail report:  

 

11. Go back to the report template;  

12. If needed, add other bands to the report template, for example, HeaderBand  and FooterBand ; 

13.  Edit these bands: 

13.1. Align them by height; 

13.2. Change values of properties, if required; 

13.3. Change the background of bands; 

13.4. Enable Borders , if required; 

13.5. Set the border color. 

The picture below shows a simple list report template with HeaderBand  and FooterBand : 



 

Process DIrector Documentation | 9 

 | Advanced Reporting Component 

 

 

14. Put text components with expressions in the these bands. The expression in the text component is a 

header in the HeaderBand , and a footer in the FooterBand .   

15.  Edit text and text components: 

15.1. Drag and drop the text component in the band;  

15.2. Change font options: size, type, color; 

15.3. Align text component by height and width;  

15.4. Change the background of the text component; 

15.5. Align text in the text component;  

15.6. Change values of text component properties, if required; 

15.7. Enable Borders  of the text component, if required;  

15.8. Set the border color. 

The picture below shows a sample of the master-detail report template:  

 

16. Click the Preview  button or invoke the Viewer , clicking the Preview menu item. After rendering all 

references to data fields will be changed on data form specified fields. Data will be output in consecutive 

order from the database that was defined for this report. The amount of copies of the DataBand  in the 

rendered report will be the same as the amount of data rows in the database. The picture below shows a 

sample of the master-detail report with header and footer:  
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Adding styles 

1. Go back to the report template;  

2. Select DataBand ; 

3. Change values of Even style and Odd style properties. If values of these properties are not set, then 

select the Edit Styles  in the list of values of these properties and, using Style Designer , create a new 

style. The picture below shows the Style Designer : 
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Click the Add Style  button t o start creating a style. Select Component  from the drop down list. Set the 

Brush.Color  property to change the background color of a row. The picture below shows a sample of the 

Style Designer  with the list of values of the Brush.Color property :  

 

Click Close. Then in the list of Even style and Odd style  properties a new value (a style of a list of odd and 

even rows). 

4. To render the report, click the Preview  button or invoke the Viewer , clicking the Preview menu item. 

The picture below shows a sample of a rendered master-detail report with alternative color of rows:  
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If to select the DataBand1 , that is the Master  component in the Master -Detail  report, then it is possible 

to change values of Even style   

and Odd style properties. In such a case, alternative row color will be applied only for Master  entries. 

REPORT WITH GROUPS 

 
For better understanding this step-by-step instruction, please watch the video file. 

Do the following steps to create a report with grouping:  

1. Run the designer; 

2. Connect data: 

2.1. Create New Connection ; 

2.2. Create New Data  Source;  

3. Create a report or open already created one. For example, we can take a simple list report created in the 

chapter "Simple List Report".  

 

4. Add GroupHeaderBand  and GroupFooterBand to the report template. The GroupHeaderBand  should 

be placed higher than the DataBand  to what it is related to. The GroupFooterBand  is placed under the 

Data to  what GroupHeader is related. Each GroupFooter corresponds to a specified GroupHeader . 

The GroupFooter band will not output without GroupHeader . The picture below shows a report 

template with added  GroupHeaderBand  and GroupFooterBand . 

http://www.stimulsoft.com/livedemos/step-by-step/How_to_Create_Report_with_Groups.html
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5. Edit GroupHeaderBand and GroupFooterBand : 

5.1. Align them be height; 

5.2. Change values of properties according to requirements. For example, set the 

KeepGroupHeaderTogether  property for the  GroupHeaderBand to true , it is necessary to keep the 

group header with the group. And for the GroupFooterBand set the KeepFooterTogether  to true , if 

it is required to keep the footer with the group;  

5.3. Set the background of the GroupHe aderBand ; 

5.4. Enable Borders  of the DataBand , if required; 

6. Set the condition data grouping in the report using the Condition  property of the GroupHeader  band. 

Condition of grouping can be set by setting the expression or by selecting the data column from the 

data source. In our tutorial, define the {Customers.ContactTitle}  expression in the condition of 

grouping.  

7. Put a text component in the GroupHeade rBand  and put the expression {Customers.ContactTitle}  into 

this text component. Put a text component in the GroupFooterBand  and put the  expression {Count()}  

into this text component. The  {Count()}  function will count summary by the amount of entries in eac h 

group. The picture below shows a report template with the condition of grouping set, and text 

components placed in GroupHeaderBand  and GroupFooterBand:  

 

8. Edit expressions and text components: 

8.1.  Drag and drop the text component in  GroupHeaderBand  and GroupFooterBand ; 

8.2. Change parameters of the text font: size, type, color; 

8.3.. Align the text component by width and height;  

8.4. Change the background of the text component; 

8.5. Align text in the text component;  
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8.6. Change the value of properties of the text component. For example, set the Word Wrap  property 

to true , if you need a text to be wrapped; 

8.7. Enable Borders  for the text component, if required.  

8.8. Change the border color. 

The picture below shows a sample of the edited report template with grouping:  

 

9. Click the Preview  button or invoke the Viewer , clicking the Preview menu item. After rendering all 

references to data fields will be changed on data form specified fields. Data will be output in consecutive 

order from the database that was defined for this report. The amount of copies of the DataBand  in the 

rendered report will be the same as the amount of data rows in the database. The picture below shows 

a sample of the report with grouping:  

 

Adding styles 

1. Go back to the report template;  

2. Select DataBand ; 

3. Change values of Even style and Odd style properties. If values of these properties are not set, then 

select the Edit Styles  in the list of values of these properties and, using Style Designer , create a new 

style. The picture below shows the Style Designer : 
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Click the Add Style  button to start creating a style. Select Component  from the drop down list. Set the 

Brush.Color  property to change the background color of a row. The picture be low shows a sample of the 

Style Designer  with the list of values of the Brush.Color property:  
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Click Close. Then in the list of Even style and Odd style  properties a new value (a style of a list of odd and 

even rows). 

4. To render the report, click the Preview  button or invoke the Viewer , clicking the Preview menu item. 

The picture below shows a sample of a rendered report with grouping and alternative color of rows:  

 

REPORT WITH COLUMNS ON PAGE 

 
For better understanding this step-by-step instruction, please watch the video file. 

Do the following steps to create a report with columns on a  page: 

1. Run the designer; 

2. Connect data: 

2.1. Create New Connection ; 

2.2. Create New Data Source ;  

3. Set column options: the number of columns, column width, and column gap. For example, set the 

number of columns equal to 2, with the gap equal to 1. The column width is created automatically. The 

picture below shows a sample of the report template with two columns:  

 

4. Put DataBand  on a page.  

http://www.stimulsoft.com/livedemos/step-by-step/How_to_Create_Report_with_Columns_on_Page.html


 

Process DIrector Documentation | 17 

 | Advanced Reporting Component 

 

 

5. Edit DataBand : 

5.1. Align the DataBand  by height; 

5.2. Change values of band properties. For example, set the Can Break property to true , if you wish 

the data band to be broken;  

5.3. Change the DataBand background; 

5.4. Enable Borders  for the DataBand , if required; 

5.5. Change the border color. 

6. Define the data source for the DataBand  using the Data Source  property : 

   

7. Put text components with expressions on the DataBand . Where expression is a reference to the data 

field. For example, put two text components with expressions: {Customers.ContactName} .  

 

8. Edit expressions and text components: 

8.1.  Drag and drop the text component in  DataBand ; 

8.2. Change parameters of the text font: size, type, color; 

8.3. Align the text component by width and height;  

8.4. Change the background of the text component; 

8.5. Align text in the text component;  

8.6. Change the value of properties of the text component. For example, set the Word Wrap  property 

to true , if you need a text to be wrapped; 

8.7. Enable Borders  for the text component, if required.  

8.8. Change the border color. 

The picture below shows a report template with edited text component:  
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9. Click the Preview  button or invoke the Viewer , clicking the Preview menu item. After rendering all 

references to data fields will be changed on data form specified fields. Data will be output in consecutive 

order from the database that was defined for this report. The amount of copies of the DataBand  in the 

rendered report will be the same as the amount of data rows in the database. The picture below shows a 

sample of the report with two columns on a page:  

 

Step 3 and 4 can be changed in sequence of doing. So you may put DataBand  first and then set the 

column options on page.  

10. Go back to the report template;  

11. If needed, add other bands to the report template, for example, HeaderBand  and FooterBand ;  

 

12.  Edit these bands: 

12.1. Align them by height; 

12.2. Change values of properties, if required; 

12.3. Change the background of bands; 

12.4. Enable Borders , if required; 

12.5. Set the border color. 

13. Put text components with expressions in the these bands. The expression in the text component is a 

header in the HeaderBand , and a footer in the FooterBand . 
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14. Edit text and text components: 

14.1. Drag and drop the text component in the band;  

14.2. Change font options: size, type, color; 

14.3. Align text component by height and width;  

14.4. Change the background of the text component; 

14.5. Align text in the text component;  

14.6. Change values of text component properties, if required;  

14.7. Enable Borders  of the text component, if required;  

14.8. Set the border color. 

The picture below shows a sample of the report with two columns on a page: 

 

15. Click the Preview  button or invoke the Viewer , clicking the Preview menu item. After rendering all 

references to data fields will be changed on data form specified fields. Data will be output in consecutive 

order from the database that was defined for this report. The amount of copies of the DataBand  in the 

rendered report will be the same as the amount of data rows in the database. The picture below shows a 

sample of the report with a header and a footer:  
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Adding styles 

1. Go back to the report template;  

2. Select DataBand ; 

3. Change values of Even style and Odd style properties. If values of these properties are not set, then 

select the Edit Styles  in the list of values of these properties and, using Style Designer , create a new 

style. The picture below shows the Style Designer : 

 

Click the Add Style  button t o start creating a style. Select Component  from the drop down list. Set the 

Brush.Color  property to change the background color of a row. The picture below shows a sample of the 

Style Designer  with the list of values of the Brush.Color property:  
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Click Close. Then in the list of Even style and Odd style  properties a new value (a style of a list of odd and 

even rows). 

4. To render the report, click the Preview  button or invoke the Viewer , clicking the Preview menu item. 

The picture below shows a sample of a rendered report with columns on a page and alternative color of 

rows: 

 

REPORT WITH COLUMNS IN DATA BAND 

 
For better understanding this step-by-step instruction, please watch the video file. 

http://www.stimulsoft.com/livedemos/step-by-step/How_to_Create_Report_with_Column_on_DataBand.html
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Do the following steps to create a report with columns in DataBand:  

1. Run the designer; 

2. Connect data: 

2.1. Create New Connectio n; 

2.2. Create New Data Source ;  

3. Put a DataBand  on a page of a report template.  

 

4. Define the data source for the DataBand  using, for example, the Data Source  property : 

 

5. Set column options: the number of columns, column width, and column gap. For example, set the 

number of columns equal to 3, with the gap equal to 0. The column width is created automatically. The 

picture below shows a sample of the report template with two  columns, placed in the DataBand :  

 

6. Put a text component with expressions on the DataBand . Where expression is a reference to the data 

field. For example, put one text component with the {Customers.City}  expression.  

 

7. Edit expressions and text components: 

7.1.  Drag and drop the text component in  DataBand ; 

7.2. Change parameters of the text font: size, type, color; 

7.3. Align the text component by width and height;  

7.4. Change the background of the text component; 

7.5. Align text in the text component; 

7.6. Change the value of properties of the text component. For example, set the Word Wrap  property 

to true , if you need a text to be wrapped; 

7.7. Enable Borders  for the text component, if required.  

7.8. Change the border color. 
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8. Set the columns direction of data output using the Column Direction property. Read about this 

property in section Report Internals -> Columns. 

9. Click the Preview  button or invoke the Viewer , clicking the Preview menu item. After rendering all 

references to data fields will be changed on data form specified fields. Data will be output in consecutive 

order from the database that was defined for this report. The amount of copies of the DataBand  in the 

rendered report will be the same as the amount of data ro ws in the database. The picture below shows 

samples of reports with columns rendered using different values of the Column Direction  property.  
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10.  Go back to the report template;  

11. If needed, add other bands to the report template, for example, ColumnHeaderBand  and 

ColumnFooterBand .  

 

12. Edit these bands: 

12.1. Align them by height; 

12.2. Change values of properties, if required; 
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12.3. Change the background of bands; 

12.4. Enable Borders , if required; 

12.5. Set the border color. 

13. Put text components with expressions in the these bands. Where expression of the text component in 

the ColumnHeaderBand  is the column name and the expression of the text component in the 

ColumnFooterBand  is the data footer. 

 

14. Edit Text  and TextBox component: 

14.1. Drag and drop the text component in ColumnHeaderBand  and ColumnFooterBand ; 

14.2. Change parameters of the text font: size, type, color; 

14.3. Align the text component by width and height;  

14.4. Change the background of the text component; 

14.5. Align text in the text component;  

14.6. Change the value of properties of the text component. For example, set the Word Wrap  property 

to true , if you need a text to be wrapped; 

14.7. Enable Borders  for the text component, if required.  

14.8. Change the border color. 

 

15. Click the Preview  button or invoke the Viewer , clicking the Preview menu item. After rendering all 

references to data fields will be changed on data form specified fields. Data will be output in consecutive 

order from the database that was defined for this report. The amount of copies of the DataBand  in the 

rendered report  will be the same as the amount of data rows in the database. The picture below shows 

samples of reports with column headers. 
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Adding styles 

1. Go back to the report template;  

2. Select DataBand ; 

3. Change values of Even style and Odd style properties. If values of these properties are not set, then 

select the Edit Styles  in the list of values of these properties and, using Style Designer , create a new 

style. The picture below shows the Style Designer : 
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Click the Add Style  button to start creating a style. Select Component  from the drop down list. Set the 

Brush.Color  property to change the background color of a row. The picture below shows a sample of the 

Style Designer  with the list of values of the Brush.Color property:  
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Click Close. Then in the list of Even style and Odd style  properties a new value (a style of a list of odd and 

even rows). 

4. To render the report, click the Preview  button or invoke the Viewer , clicking the Preview menu item. 

The picture below shows a sample of a rendered report with columns on a page and alternative color of 

rows: 
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REPORT WITH CHART ON PAGE 

 
For better understanding this step-by-step instruction, please watch the video file. 

Do the following steps to create a report with charts:  

1. Run the designer; 

2. Connect data: 

2.1. Create New Connection ; 

2.2. Create New Data Source ; 

3. Put the Chart  component on a page as seen on a picture below.   

http://www.stimulsoft.com/livedemos/step-by-step/How_to_Create_Report_with_Chart_on_Page.html
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4. Edit the Chart component: 

4.1. Align it by width; 

4.2. Change properties of the Chart component. For example, set the GrowToHeight  property to true , 

if it is required the Chart component be grown by h eight; 

4.3. Set Borders , if required, for the Chart component; 

4.4. Change the border color. 

4.5. Edit the chart area. For example, change the Area.Brush.Color property, if it is required to change 

the color of a chart area. 

5. Change the type of a chart using the Chart Type  property. For example, set it to Clustered Column : 

6. Add series. Invoke the Series Editor , for example, by double-clicking the Chart .  

 

Click the Add Series  button to add a series and select the type of series in the menu. The picture below 

shows the menu of the Add Series  button:  
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It should be noted that the type of number should match the type of chart, i.e. if the Clustered Column  

chart type, then the series must be of the Clustered Column  type. 

7. Setup chart series: 

7.1. Get the data for Value and for the Argument  of series. There are three ways to get data for the 

series: set the column data from the dictionary, or specify an expression, or manually specify values for 

the series as a list, through the ',' separator. For example, create two rows, and manually define the 

values for these series as a list, with the ";" delimiter: arguments for Series 1 - A; B, the values - 1; 1.25; 

for arguments Series 2 - A; B, the value - 2, 0.75. 

7.2. Change the values of the series properties. For example, set the Show Zeros  property to false, if 

it is necessary to hide zero values; 

7.3. Enable or disable Series Labels; 

7.4. Edit headers of rows: align, change the style, font, type of value, etc.; 

7.5. Change the design of series, by setting values of the following properties: Border Color , Brush , 

Show Shadow .  

The picture below shows an example of a report template with the chart: 
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8. Edit Legend : 

8.1. Enable or disable the visibility of Legends. You can do it by setting the value of the Legend.Visible  

property to true  or false, respectively; 

8.2. Align the legend horizontally and vertically; 

8.3. Change the legends design, etc.    

The picture below shows an example of a report template with the chart displaying the legend: 

 

9. Change the style of the chart, i.e. completely change the appearance of the chart: 

9.1. Change the Style  property. Where the value of the property is a chart style; 

9.2. Set the AllowApplyStyle  to the true . If the AllowApplyStyle  property is set to false, then the 

report generator, when rendering, will take into account the values of the appearance of the series. 

The picture below shows an example of a report template of the chart with a changed style: 
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10. Click the Preview  button or invoke the Viewer , clicking the Preview menu item. The picture below 

shows samples of reports with the chart: 

 

Adding styles  

1. Go back to the report template;  

2. Call the Style Designer ; 

 The picture below shows the Style Designer : 
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Click the Add Style  button to start creating a style. Select Chart  from the drop down list. Set the style 

using Basic Color Style , Brush Type  and Style Colors  group of properties.  

 

Click Close. In the list of values of the Style  property of the chart component a custom style will be 

displayed. In our case, the value is Style for Chart . Select this value; 

3. Click the Preview  button or invoke the Viewer , clicking the Preview menu item. The picture below 

shows samples of reports with the chart with a style applied:  



 

Process DIrector Documentation | 38 

 | Advanced Reporting Component 

 

 

REPORT WITH CHART IN DATA BAND 

 
For better understanding this step-by-step instruction, please watch the video file. 

Suppose a Chart  component is placed on the page of the report, then, for a report, this component will be 

rendered as a page item. If the Chart  component is placed in the DataBand , then, when rendering a report, 

this component will be rendered as part of the DataBand . Since the Chart  component placed in the 

DataBand , is rendered as a part of the DataBand , and will be printed as many times as the DataBand  will 

be output. An example of designing a report with a chart in the DataBand  will be described below. In this 

example, the chart will graphically display the detailed data of the data source in the DataBand . Follow the 

steps below in order to render a report with the Chart  in the  DataBand : 

1. Run the designer; 

2. Connect data: 

2.1. Create New Connection ; 

2.2. Create New Data Source ;  

3. Create a Relation  between data sources. In this case, the Parent Data Source  is the Categories  data 

source, and the Child Data Source  is the Products  data source; 

4. Put the DataBand  on a report template page:  

 

5. Edit DataBand : 

5.1. Align the DataBand  by height; 

5.2. Change values of band properties. For example, set the Can Break property to true , if you wish 

the data band to be broken;  

5.3. Change the DataBand background; 

http://www.stimulsoft.com/livedemos/step-by-step/How_to_Create_Report_with_Chart_on_DataBand.html
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5.4. Enable Borders  for the DataBand , if required; 

5.5. Change the border color. 

6. Define the data source for the DataBand  using the Data Source  property: 

 

7. Put the Chart  component in the DataBand  as seen on a picture below: 

 

8. Edit the Chart component: 

8.1. Align it by width; 

8.2. Change properties of the Chart component. For example, set the GrowToHeight  property to true , 

if it is required the Chart component be grown by height; 

8.3. Set Borders , if required, for the Chart component; 

8.4. Change the border color. 

8.5. Edit the chart area. For example, change the Area.Brush.Color property, if it is required to change 

the color of a chart area. 
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9. Change the type of a chart using the Chart Type  property. For example, set it to Clustered Column : 

10. Define the data source for the Chart  component using the Data Source  property  

 

11. Define the relation between data sources, using the DataRelation  property of the Chart  component: 

 

12. Add series. Invoke the Series Editor , for example, by double-clicking the Chart : 

13. Setup chart series: 

13.1. Get the data for Value  and for the Argument  of series. There are three ways to get data for the 

series: set the column data from the dictionary, or specify an expression, or manually specify values for 

the series as a list, through the ',' separator. For example, create a series and specify columns from the 

dictionary: define the Products.ProductName for the Argument  and Products.UnitPrice  for the 

Value; 

13.2. Change the values of the series properties. For example, set the Show Zeros  property to false, if 

it is necessary to hide zero values; 

13.3. Enable or disable Series Labels; 

13.4. Edit headers of rows: align, change the style, font, type of value, etc.; 

13.5. Change the design of series, by setting values of the following properties: Border Color , Brush, 

Show Shadow .  

The picture below shows an example of a report template with the chart:  

 

14. Edit Legend : 

14.1. Enable or disable the visibility of Legends. You can do it by setting the value of the 

Legend.Visible  property to true  or false, respectively; 

14.2. Align the legend horizontally and vertically; 

14.3. Change the legends design, etc.    
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The picture below shows an example of a report template with the chart displaying the legend:  

 

15. Change the style of the chart, i.e. completely change the appearance of the chart: 

15.1. Change the Style  property. Where the value of the property is a chart style; 

15.2. Set the AllowApplyStyle  to the true . If the AllowApplyStyle  property is set to false, then the 

report generator, when rendering, will take into account the values of the appearance of the series. 

The picture below shows an example of a report template of the chart with a changed style: 

 

16. Put text components with an expression in the DataBand . Where the expression is a reference to the 

data field. For example, put a text component with th e expression: {Categories.CategoryName} ; 

17. Edit Text   and TextBox component: 

17.1. Drag and drop the text component in the DataBand ; 

17.2. Change parameters of the text font: size, type, color; 
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17.3. Align the text component by width and height;  

17.4. Change the background of the text component;  

17.5. Align text in the text component;  

17.6. Change the value of properties of the text component. For example, set the Word Wrap  property 

to true , if you need a text to be wrapped; 

17.7. Enable Borders  for the t ext component, if required.  

17.8. Change the border color. 

 

18. Click the Preview  button or invoke the Viewer , clicking the Preview menu item. The picture below 

shows a sample of the report with the chart in the DataBand : 
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Adding styles  

1. Go back to the report template;  

2. Call the Style Designer ; 

 The picture below shows the Style Designer : 
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Click the Add Style  button to start creating a style. Select Chart  from the drop down list. Set the style 

using Basic Color Style , Brush Type  and Style Colors  group of properties.  

 

Click Close. In the list of values of the Style  property of the chart component a custom style will be 

displayed. In our case, the value is Style for Chart . Select this value; 

3. Click the Preview  button or invoke the Viewer , clicking the Preview menu item. The picture below 

shows samples of reports with the chart with a style applied:  
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